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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Faculty Senate 
 
FROM: T. Chris Riley-Tillman, Provost and Executive Vice President 
 
SUBJECT: Notice of Intent to Create a Department of Social Work  
 
DATE: March 25, 2025 
 
 
The Provost's Office has reviewed and supports the attached Notice of Intent (NOI) from the College of 
Nursing to create a Department of Social Work. 
 
In 2023, legislation provided funding for undergraduate and graduate programs in Social Work. The 
College of Nursing initially housed the program and faculty within the Department of Foundational 
Practice and Community-Based Care, with the intent to grow the faculty and eventually create a 
standalone department. 
 
The Council on Social Work Education, the professional accreditation body for academic social work 
programs, requires faculty governance and control over the budget, academic programs and 
curriculum, promotion and tenure guidelines and review, as well as student admission and progression 
— similar to other healthcare professions. While the program remains small, accreditation standards 
necessitate the establishment of a dedicated department before submitting the first benchmark 
document. To ensure students can begin the program by Fall 2026, the college proposes establishing 
the department by June 1, 2025. 
 
We deem the NOI ready for the Senate review process. 
 


