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To: Graduate Studies Committee 
 
From:  Tammy D. Barry, Dean of the Graduate School and Vice Provost for Graduate Education 
 
Date: February 16, 2025 
 
RE: Requested Updates to Graduate School Policies & Procedures – Professional Master’s Degrees 

We request that the Graduate School Policies and Procedures be amended to better serve professional 
master's degree programs.  

WSU offers three types of master's degrees, with this proposal focusing specifically on the professional 
master's degree - a program designed to prepare students for professional practice through specialized 
skills and competencies. These programs typically align with external accreditation or licensing 
requirements and often incorporate experiential learning through internships, practicums, fieldwork, or 
clinical hours. Students complete their studies with either a capstone project or capstone course as their 
culminating experience. These programs are designed to effectively prepare professionals for their fields.  

In collaboration with professional master’s degree programs, we found some of the current policies create 
unnecessary administrative hurdles. The proposed updates streamline these requirements while 
maintaining academic standards. 
 
Major policy changes are highlighted below. A complete list of changes is provided both in clean copy and 
in redline form. 

Major Proposed Policy Updates 

Chapter 3: Capstone Course Definition 

• Establishes definition of a graduate capstone course 
• Allows a capstone course to serve as a culminating experience in place of a final exam for 

professional master's degrees 

Chapter 4: Admission Requirements 

• Enables admission decisions based on combined undergraduate GPA and professional experience 
o Permits admission of applicants with 2.75-2.99 GPA who demonstrate extensive 

professional experience 
• Eases transition to a master’s program from a graduate certificate program 

Chapter 7: Culminating Experience Options  

• Professional master's degrees may choose from three culminating options: 



1. A graduate capstone (500-level) course with final assessment (no additional 
examination/ballot) 

2. Capstone project with 701 credits and final examination 
3. Both a capstone course and a capstone project with final examination 

Implementation is requested upon Faculty Senate approval. 

 


