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From: Tammy Barry, Vice Provost for Graduate and Professional Education
Date: November 14, 2024
RE: New 4+1 Policy Request — Standardizing MOUs.

Current Issues

Current 4+1 program MOUs at WSU operate under varying policies and guidelines both within
WSU (e.g., 4+1 Master of Athletic Training) and externally (e.g., Gonzaga, Civil Engineering BS to
WSU MS in Civil Engineering). To ensure consistency as interest in these programs grows, the
Graduate School proposes standardizing the framework for all 4+1 programs. The policy outlined
below has been reviewed by the Office of the Registrar, Vice Provost Bill Davis (for NWCCU
compliance), and the Graduate Education Council.

This approach aligns with established practices at peer institutions, including the University of
Washington. We request Faculty Senate approval to implement these standard guidelines for all
current and future 4+1 programs.

Proposed Simplified Policy

4+1 Program Policy and MOU Instructions and Templates

Washington State University's Graduate School supports developing 4+1 programs that allow
students to efficiently progress from a bachelor's degree to a master's degree within five years.
These programs operate under the following guidelines:

1. Course Mapping (only applicable with external university partners): Programs shall identify
accredited partner institution undergraduate courses with substantial content overlapping
with specific WSU graduate courses. Equivalency is based on course content and learning
outcomes, not solely on course numbers or titles. As with all other type transfer courses
between external universities and WSU, programs should routinely review the appropriateness
of these courses to match the graduate curriculum, but approval will be at the program level.

2. Credit Sharing: Up to six credits of coursework may satisfy the requirements for both the
bachelor's and master's degrees, subject to the following restrictions:

a. Conjoint and Crosslisted Coursesﬁr WSU courses, credit for conjoint and crosslisted
courses may only be applied once Tor each degree, and sharable undergraduate courses
must be specified within the MOU. Since credit can be granted for only one version of
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a conjoint or crosslisted course, other versions of such a course may not appear on the
student’s program of study for the master’s degree.

i. As an example for conjoint courses, if a student takes MATH 448 to satisfy their
bachelor’s degree requirements, they cannot list MATH 548 (the conjoint
graduate-level course) on their master’s degree Program of Study. The credits
earned for MATH 448 can be among the six credits shared between the two
degrees.

ii. Asan example for crosslisted courses, if a student takes MATH 453 to their
bachelor’s degree requirements, they cannot list CPT_S 453 (crosslisted with
MATH 453) on their master’s degree Program of Study. The credits earned for
MATH 453 can be among the six credits shared between the two degrees.

3. Applicability: This policy applies to both WSU undergraduate students and students from other
institutions entering WSU graduate programs. External institutions considered in MOUs must
be accredited by NWCCU or another recognized regional accreditor as described in Academic
Regulation 6 — Transfer Credit. Separate MOU templates are provided for internal WSU
programs and those involving external bachelor-granting institutions.

4. Admissions Process: The proposed admission process will be controlled by graduate directors
or coordinators based on the applicant's qualifications for graduate study. Where appropriate,
qualified students will be recommended for graduate admission to the 4+1 program through
myWSU, bypassing GradCAS and EngineeringCAS application processes. This approach ensures
that students can transition smoothly into the graduate portion of the program without
incurring additional application expenses.

a. Transition to Graduate Status: Students will only be granted graduate student status
after the completion and conferral of their undergraduate degree.

b. Once a student is admitted to the master’s part of the 4+1 program, they will be held to
the same requirements as any other graduate student at WSU, as outlined in the
Graduate School Policies and Procedures Manual.

5. Quarter-to-Semester Conversion: For students transferring from institutions on a quarter
system, credit conversion will follow WSU’s standard practice of multiplying quarter credits by
0.67 to determine the equivalent semester credits.

6. Approval Process: All course mappings and credit-sharing arrangements must be approved by
the relevant department(s), the Dean of the College, and the Graduate School.

7. Quality Assurance: Departments must ensure the shared undergraduate credits maintain
graduate-level standards and contribute meaningfully to both degree programs.

8. Minimum GPA Requirement: Students participating in the program must meet and maintain
the Graduate School’s minimum 3.0 GPA requirement.
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9. Course Equivalency Lifespan: Approved course equivalencies will have a three-year lifespan.
Students must be admitted to and begin the graduate program within three years of
completing the undergraduate courses for them to count toward their 4+1 master’s degree.
Exceptions may be requested for older courses, subject to review for current equivalency. Note
that it is WSU Graduate School policy that credits applied to a master's degree cannot be more
than six years old. This policy will include the relevant undergraduate course(s).




Memorandum of Understanding Template - Internal WSU 4+1 Program Agreement

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) establishes an agreement for a 4+1 program between
[Department Name] and the Graduate School at Washington State University.

1. Program Description: This MOU outlines the terms for a 4+1 program allowing WSU
students to efficiently progress from a bachelor's degree to a master's degree in [Field of
Study].

2. Degree Programs:

o Bachelor [title] in [Undergraduate Major] from Washington State University
o Master [title] in [Graduate Program] from Washington State University

3. Credit Sharing Agreement: It is mutually understood that a student in this 4+1 program
may apply up to six credits of 300- or 400-level courses toward both their bachelor's and
master's degrees. These courses must have a grade of "B" or better.

4. Eligible Courses: The following undergraduate courses have been identified as equivalent
to the listed graduate courses:

o [Undergraduate Course 1] © [Graduate Course 1]
o [Undergraduate Course 2] & [Graduate Course 2]

o [Add more as applicable if students have options, but only up to six credits total can
be used for both degrees]

5. Course Equivalency Lifespan: Approved course equivalencies are valid for three years from
the completion of the undergraduate course. Students must be admitted to and begin the
graduate program within three years of completing the undergraduate courses for them to
count toward their 4+1 master’s degree. Exceptions for older courses may be requested
and are subject to review for current equivalency. Note that it is WSU Graduate School
policy that credits applied to a master's degree cannot be more than six years old. This
policy will include the relevant undergraduate course(s).

6. Program Options: This agreement applies to [thesis, non-thesis, and professionally oriented
master's programs] [title].

7. Approval Process: All course mappings and credit-sharing arrangements must be approved
by the relevant department(s), the Dean of the College, and the Graduate School at WSU.
For external programs, the bachelor’s granting institution must also review and approve
these arrangements, with a designated representative’s signature on the MOU to confirm
their agreement.




8. Policy Adherence: Program participation is contingent upon adherence to the Policies and
Procedures of the Graduate School and the [Department or School Name]’s Graduate
Handbook.

9. Review and Termination: This MOU will be reviewed biennially and remains in effect until
canceled by either party with six months written notice.

10. Amendments: Any changes or amendments to this MOU must be mutually agreed upon in
writing and signed by all parties.

Signatures:
[Name] Date Chair [or Director], [Department or School], Washington State University
[Name] Date Dean, [College], Washington State University

[Name] Date Vice Provost for Graduate and Professional Education, Washington State University



Memorandum of Understanding Template for External Institution 4+1 Programs

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) establishes an agreement for a 4+1 program between
[Department or School Name] at Washington State University, the Graduate School at Washington
State University, and [Partner Institution Name].

1. Program Description: This MOU outlines the terms for a 4+1 program allowing students to
efficiently progress from a bachelor's degree at [Partner Institution] to a master's degree at
Washington State University in [Field of Study].

2. Participating Institutions:

o Washington State University (WSU)
o [Partner Institution Name]

3. Degree Programs:

o Bachelor [title] in [Undergraduate Major] from [Partner Institution]
o Master [title] in [Graduate Program] from Washington State University

4. Course Mapping and Credit Sharing Agreement: It is mutually understood that a student in
this 4+1 program may apply up to six credits of mapped courses toward both their
bachelor's degree at [Partner Institution] and their master's degree at WSU. These courses
must have a grade of "B" or better and be approved as equivalent in content to specific
graduate-level courses in the Master of Science in [Graduate Program] at WSU.

5. Eligible Courses: The following undergraduate courses from [Partner Institution] have been
identified as equivalent to the listed graduate courses at WSU:

o [Partner Institution Undergraduate Course 1] & [WSU Graduate Course 1]
o [Partner Institution Undergraduate Course 2] & [WSU Graduate Course 2]

o [Add more as applicable if students have options, but only up to six credits total can
be used for both degrees]

6. Course Equivalency Lifespan: Approved course equivalencies are valid for three years from
the date the undergraduate course is completed. Students must be admitted to and begin
the graduate program within three years of completing the undergraduate courses for
them to count toward their 4+1 master’s degree. Exceptions for older courses may be
requested and are subject to review for current equivalency. Note that it is WSU Graduate
School policy that credits applied to a master's degree cannot be more than six years old.
This policy will include the relevant undergraduate course(s).




7. Program Options: This agreement applies to [thesis, non-thesis, and professionally oriented
master's programs] [title].

8. Approval Process: The application of shared credits is subject to approval by the
[Department or School Name, College Name] and the vice provost for graduate and
professional education.

9. Policy Adherence: Program participation is contingent upon adherence to the Policies and
Procedures of the Graduate School and the [Department or School Name]’s Graduate
Handbook.

10. Review and Termination: This MOU will be reviewed [annually/biennially] and remains in
effect until canceled by either party with [X months] written notice.

11. Amendments: Any changes or amendments to this MOU must be mutually agreed upon in
writing and signed by all parties.

Signatures:

[Name] Date Chair [or Director], [Department or School], Washington State University

[Name] Date Dean, [College], Washington State University

[Name] Date Vice Provost for Graduate and Professional Education, Washington State University

[Name] Date [Title, Partner Institution]



