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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Faculty Senate 
 
FROM: T. Chris Riley-Tillman, Provost and Executive Vice President 
 
SUBJECT: Create a Master of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies 
 
DATE: November 20, 2024 
 
 
The attached proposal is to create a Master of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies degree for the WSU 
Pullman campus.    
 
Led by the Graduate School, the Master of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies (MSIS) will provide an 
advanced educational platform that aligns with Washington State University's mission to foster 
innovative and integrated academic programs. This degree will leverage WSU’s diverse academic 
resources and cater to students seeking to synthesize knowledge from multiple disciplines to address 
complex real-world challenges.  
 
This proposal is for a hybrid program that addresses the growing demand for interdisciplinary expertise 
in academic and professional fields. WSU has offered a Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Studies for over 40 
year; the addition of this program would provide an option for students whose academic and career 
goals can be met with a master’s degree. 
 
The Provost’s Office and its internal review committee have carefully reviewed the proposal and 
support the same. We judge the proposal ready for the Senate review process. 


