
Date:  November 19, 2024 

To:  Faculty Senate 

From:  Tracy Klein, Faculty Senate Chair 

RE:  Proposed amendment to the Faculty Senate Constitution and Bylaws, Article III, Section 4C 
(Steering Committee), paragraphs 2 and 3. 

 

The Faculty Senate constituted two new standing committees on October 3, 2024, and on October 
31, 2024, bringing into focus the need to examine how these and other committees interact with the 
Steering Committee and the Senate as a whole.  As the committee structures evolve, it is proposed 
to streamline the process to determine membership on the Steering Committee, for flexibility as 
committees are constituted or dissolved, to facilitate bringing recommendations from committees 
to the Faculty Senate agenda, and to clarify reporting and accountability from committees to the 
Steering Committee and Faculty Senate. 

To this end, it is proposed that the chairs of all standing Faculty Senate committees be members of 
the Steering Committee.  This proposal does not include chairs of subcommittees as they report to 
their parent committee directly.  Amendments to this effect to Article III, Section 4C, paragraphs 2 
and 3 are submitted in the redline and clear versions below. 

 

Redline Version. 2.  The chair, past chair, chair-elect, and executive secretary of the Faculty Senate 
shall, ipso facto, be members and officers of the Steering Committee; in particular, the chair of the 
Senate shall also be the chair of the Steering Committee.  Additional Steering Committee members 
shall include the chairs of all standing Faculty Senate committees (not including subcommittees) 
chairs of the following committees: Academic Affairs, Admission and Enrollment, Budget, Faculty 
Affairs, Graduate Studies, Research and Arts, and Professional Health Sciences, along with one 
tenure-track and one career-track representative from each non-Pullman campus, excluding Global 
Campus. 

3.  Each member of the Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate shall have one vote in the 
Steering Committee. Each non-Pullman campus shall have one vote in the Steering Committee. 
Each of the standing Senate Committees listed in this section shall have one vote in the Steering 
Committee. If more than one member of a committee or campus is voting in the Steering 
Committee, their votes shall be evenly apportioned to the one vote assigned to that committee or 
campus. The Legislative Representative and the Faculty Regent shall be ex officio members of the 
Steering Committee. These are non-voting roles. 

 

Clean Version.   2.  The chair, past chair, chair-elect, and executive secretary of the Faculty Senate 
shall, ipso facto, be members and officers of the Steering Committee; in particular, the chair of the 
Senate shall also be the chair of the Steering Committee.  Additional Steering Committee members 
shall include the chairs of all standing Faculty Senate committees (not including subcommittees) 



along with one tenure-track and one career-track representative from each non-Pullman campus, 
excluding Global Campus. 

3.  Each member of the Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate shall have one vote in the 
Steering Committee. Each non-Pullman campus shall have one vote in the Steering Committee. 
Each of the standing Senate Committees shall have one vote in the Steering Committee. If more 
than one member of a committee or campus is voting in the Steering Committee, their votes shall 
be evenly apportioned to the one vote assigned to that committee or campus. The Legislative 
Representative and the Faculty Regent shall be ex officio members of the Steering Committee. 
These are non-voting roles. 

 


