
Notice of Intent to Create/Rename a College, School, or Department  

 

Proposed Name: Department of Community and Behavioral Health (CBH) 

Justification: To best support the behavioral and community health foci embodied by many of 
the faculty in Elson S. Floyd College of Medicine, we propose to establish a 
Department of Community and Behavioral Health. This change renames our 
existing, but inactive, department of Health Policy and Administration.  Doing so 
aligns our administrative structure with national and international practice. This 
also benefits efforts to secure extramural support by providing faculty with a 
unit title that explicitly identifies their broad areas of expertise.  In addition, the 
new department will align with many efforts external to WSU for which College 
of Medicine faculty may be overlooked because they are identified with a 
department title that that does not reflect their work. Finally, this will set the 
stage for the future development of both graduate and undergraduate 
educational offerings in behavioral and community health. These offerings will 
be in partnership with faculty in other units, both within and outside the College 
of Medicine. 

Process: In November 2019 this proposed action was discussed and approved by the 
Dean’s Executive Leadership Team. The proposal was also approved by the 
existing department Chairs in ESFCOM and impacted faculty have had an 
opportunity to express concerns about the name change.   None has voiced a 
dissenting view.  In December 2019 the plan was discussed in a meeting 
between Dr. Roll (Vice Dean of Research ESFCOM and Associate Vice President 
Strategic Research Initiatives in the Health Sciences), Dr. Craig Parks (Vice 
Provost for System Innovation and Policy) and Dr. Dewald (Chancellor Spokane 
Campus and Vice President Health Sciences).  At the conclusion of that meeting 
Vice President Dewald instructed Drs. Parks and Roll to pursue establishment of 
the new department with haste given its strategic importance to WSU. An initial 
proposal was reviewed by members of the Steering Committee and the Faculty 
Affairs Committee of the WSU faculty Senate. It was also added to the agenda 
as an informational item for the last full faculty senate meeting in April 2020. 
There was no opposition.  

Community and Behavioral Health requires no additional resources and will 
initially be supported with existing funding streams transferred from the 
Department of Medical Education and Clinical Science (DMECS) along with the 
faculty who move to the new department.  Dr. Roll will serve as interim Chair 
without additional compensation. 

Other Affected Units: Inaugural faculty will move from DMECS to CBH.  The Chair of DMECS, as well as 
impacted faculty, are enthusiastic about this planned transition.  This includes 
faculty previously in Health Policy and Administration, and those from the 
following groups: Behavioral Health Innovations; Occupational Sleep Medicine; 



Analytics and PsychoPharmacology; Sleep and Performance Research Center; 
and the Institute for Research and Education to Advance Community Health.   
While faculty have been enthusiastic about this move none will be compelled to 
relocate to this department.   Upon establishment of the CBH, faculty from the 
above-mentioned groups will be offered the opportunity to join the new 
department.  It is anticipated that all will do so. 

Timeline: The department will be established as soon as final approval is granted. 
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