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Re: Feedback requested by Fri, 10/18: WSU changing vaccination policy

From Klein, Tracy Ann <taklein@wsu.edu>

Date Fri 10/18/2024 4:08 PM

To Roberts, Michele (DOH) <Michele.Roberts@doh.wa.gov>

Cc Sherls, Jamilia J (DOH) <Jamilia.Sherls@doh.wa.gov>; Peterson, Kristin I
(DOH) <Kristin.Peterson@DOH.WA.GOV>

Thank you!

Tracy Klein PhD, ARNP

From: Roberts, Michele (DOH) <Michele.Roberts@doh.wa.gov>
Sent: Friday, October 18, 2024 4:06:52 PM
To: Klein, Tracy Ann <taklein@wsu.edu>
Cc: Sherls, Jamilia J (DOH) <Jamilia.Sherls@doh.wa.gov>; Peterson, Kristin I (DOH)
<Kristin.Peterson@DOH.WA.GOV>
Subject: FW: Feedback requested by Fri, 10/18: WSU changing vaccination policy

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Dr. Klein,
 
The Washington State Department of Health received the information from
several colleagues across the state, so we want to share a few thoughts with
you.
 
College Vaccination Requirements are an evidence-based strategy to prevent
disease outbreaks for all students, regardless on if they reside on or off campus.
Both the CDC Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices and American
College Health Association have recommended institutions of higher education
implement immunization policies. And according to the NCSL “College and
university campuses can be at risk for outbreaks of infectious diseases due to
students attending classes or living in close quarters and a higher prevalence of
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certain diseases among college age populations. For example, risk for
meningococcal disease in college students is slightly higher than the risk for
teens and young adults not attending college.”
 
Washington is currently experiencing a pertussis outbreak with 873 cases being
reported as of October 17, 2024 since the beginning of year. That is more than
20 times higher than the same period in 2023, and the highest number of cases
in a single-year since 2015. Eighteen cases of pertussis in Whitman County
have been reported as of October 11, 2024 with all but one coming from
students enrolled in Washington State University. Immunizations offer safe and
effective protection from vaccine-preventable diseases and outbreaks
regardless of the students’ enrollment status of in-person or virtual. 
 
Please let us know if we can be of further assistance as you consider this
decision. 
 
Michele
 
 
P.S. I sometimes work flexible hours, so while it suits me to email now, I don’t expect a response
or action outside of your own working hours.

Michele Roberts, MPH, MCHES    
Gender Pronouns: She/Her
Assistant Secretary
Prevention and Community Health Division
Washington State Department of Health
Michele.Roberts@doh.wa.gov
360-791-6724 | www.doh.wa.gov

 
 
 
 

-------------
The Washington State University Faculty Senate has been
asked to suspend a current academic regulation requiring
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vaccination for college students for non-residential campuses.
In consideration of potential risks and benefits to both
students, employees and faculty as well as the community at
large, the Senate’s Steering Committee requested that we
solicit input on this proposal from current state, regional and
national public health experts.
Washington state law does not require or address vaccination
for college age students (https://www.ncsl.org/health/state-
vaccine-requirements-for-college-entry). The current
Academic Policy 60 requires vaccination for:   Hepatitis B;
Measles (MMR); Pertussis (Tdap); and
 Varicella. Health science students are subject to additional
requirements which would not be covered in the proposed
suspension.
We would greatly appreciate your input on the following
questions. Please let us know if you would like your name
used or if you would like to submit this feedback confidentially
and if requested this confidentiality will be maintained. We
appreciate your honest assessment and expertise.

1. What are the potential risks and magnitude to students,
employees and faculty if the four vaccines are not
required for in person attendance?

2. What are the potential risks to public health and the
state of Washington if the academic regulation requiring
vaccination were suspended?

3. Are you aware of any current guidelines, studies or
policy documents which would support exempting
students from the four named vaccines? If so, please
offer links.

4. Are you aware of any current guidelines, studies, or
policy documents which would not support exempting
students from the four named vaccines? If so, please
offer links.

5. Are there other policy options which you would
see as a possible alternative to this proposal?

Please feel free to offer any additional comments as needed.
We have supplied a copy of the proposal for your review as
well.
Tracy Klein, PhD, ARNP, FAANP, FRE, FAAN
Professor, College of Nursing
WSU Faculty Senate Chair 
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Assistant Director Center for Cannabis Policy, Research and
Outreach
Washington State University Vancouver
14204 NE Salmon Creek Avenue
Vancouver, WA, USA 98686-9600
Phone: (360) 546-9142
Office: Life Sciences Building 225D
taklein@wsu.edu
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Outlook

WSU immunization policy change consideration

From Janessa M Graves <janessa@uw.edu>

Date Mon 10/21/2024 10:11 AM

To Klein, Tracy Ann <taklein@wsu.edu>

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Tracy,
 
I wanted to provide additional feedback from a rural public health perspective on the
proposed suspension of WSU Academic Policy 60, which currently requires students at
WSU non-residential campuses to submit vaccination records.
 
I have concerns about the potential impact this policy change could have on public
health. Suspending the vaccination record requirement may lead to fewer students
completing their full vaccination series. While these students may not live on the main
WSU campuses, they will still congregate in classrooms and at student events,
increasing the risk of outbreaks. The current pertussis outbreak at WSU Pullman
underscores the importance of maintaining vaccination policies to prevent the spread
of communicable diseases, as does the ongoing concerns of measles outbreaks in WA
and OR. Outbreaks can weaken herd immunity, which can put faculty, staff, and other
students at risk, as well as residents of the surrounding communities. Indeed, non-
residential WSU campuses are located adjacent to rural counties that lack the
healthcare resources and personnel to effectively respond to outbreaks. Relaxed
vaccination policies could endanger vulnerable populations in these communities,
including schools, daycares, and long-term care facilities.
 
The rationale provided - that the non-traditional student population may face
difficulties in obtaining childhood vaccination records - is not well-supported.
Washington State has systems in place to aid in accessing up-to-date immunization
records. This rationale is irrelevant given that students at the campuses of concern have
largely graduated from Washington high schools and thus have vaccination or
exemption records already.
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If the goal is to support non-traditional students, WSU should consider providing
student services supports for applicants and admitted students to aid them in obtaining
the necessary vaccination records or exemption forms, rather than suspending the
requirement entirely. The infrastructure for student support services is already in place.
This approach would be a more student-focused and public health-conscious solution
than putting the broader community at risk.
 
In sum, I believe there are better, more balanced and student-centered approaches to
address the equity concerns brought forth by WSU. Suspending Academic Policy 60 is
not the best solutiuon. Thanks for your time.
 
Janessa
 
-- 

Janessa M. Graves, PhD MPH
Director, WWAMI Rural Health Research Center
Associate Professor, Department of Family Medicine
School of Medicine
University of Washington
 
Adjunct Associate Professor
Co-Director, Occupational Health Services Research Training Program
Department of Health Systems and Population Health
School of Public Health
University of Washington
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Oct. 21, 2024 
 
Tracy Klein, PhD, ARNP, FAANP, FRE, FAAN 
Professor, College of Nursing 
WSU Faculty Senate Chair  
Assistant Director Center for Cannabis Policy, Research and Outreach 
Washington State University Vancouver 
14204 NE Salmon Creek Avenue 
Vancouver, WA, USA 98686-9600 
 
Dear Dr. Klein,  
 
My colleagues at Whitman County Public Health shared your request for a public health risk assessment of 
the proposed temporary hold on WSU’s Academic Policy 60: Academic Regula-ons | Office of the Registrar. 
Because this proposal would pause vaccination requirements for students on non-residential campuses, 
such as WSU Vancouver, I would like to oXer the perspective of a local health oXicer whose county could 
be adversely impacted by this proposed policy decision. 
 
Placing a hold on vaccination requirements – even a temporary hold – poses a significant risk to our 
community and other communities with non-residential campuses. Congregate settings, such as school 
campuses, are well known to have an increased risk of disease transmission and outbreaks. When 
outbreaks occur, they are almost certain to spread into the broader community, threatening the health of 
our most vulnerable residents and straining the entire health care system.  
 
Washington state is currently experiencing a pertussis (whooping cough) outbreak. Unfortunately, Clark 
County is leading the state in cases with 288 cases through September, which is more than the total 
number of cases in Clark County in the last six years combined. Most of the cases are under-vaccinated 
(67% are not up to date) or unvaccinated (64% have never received a pertussis-containing vaccine). And 
transmission shows no sign of slowing. So far in October, we’ve identified another 54 cases. 
 
We are also currently investigating varicella outbreaks in two local schools. Both schools have low varicella 
immunization rates and nearly all the cases are among unvaccinated individuals. And earlier this year, 
Clark County Public Health responded to a measles outbreak among residents living in Clark and 
Wahkiakum counties. Those cases were also unvaccinated. Five years ago, Clark County experienced a 
large measles outbreak with 71 cases. Of the cases with known vaccination history, 95% were 
unvaccinated. 
 
The importance of vaccination in preventing and mitigating disease outbreaks such as these cannot be 
overstated. Waiving vaccination requirements not only poses a significant risk to community health, but it 
sends a dangerous message about the importance and eXectiveness of vaccinations. 
 

https://registrar.wsu.edu/academic-regulations/


 

 

Vaccines are a safe, eXective way to protect the health of your student population, staX and our 
communities. I urge you to maintain current vaccination requirements for anyone enrolled in in-person 
classes on WSU campuses. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Best regards, 

 
 
Alan Melnick, MD, MPH 
Director/Health OXicer 
Clark County Public Health 
 
 
 
 



October 18, 2024 

 

Dear Tracy,  

Thank you for requesting feedback from local public health on this important matter of vaccination 

policy for non-residential campuses at WSU (Academic Policy 60).  While we appreciate the desire to 

make it easier on students to register for classes, we would like to point out that the state of 

Washington has made it very easy to obtain vaccination records from the Washington State 

Immunization Information System (WA-IIS), as we will explain further below. From a disease prevention 

perspective, we agree it is dangerous for students and the broader community to sacrifice obtaining 

vaccination records to make it easier to register for classes.  

Below we outline our concerns and suggestions in response to the request to put a temporary hold on 

Academic Policy 60.  

Concerns:  

Congregate settings are well known to have increased risk of disease transmission, leading to higher 

potential for outbreaks.  This puts the broader community at risk of exposure to disease outbreaks and 

potential strain on local healthcare systems.  Local public health departments, like Whitman County 

Public Health, are responsible for surveillance and investigation of communicable diseases and 

mitigation of disease outbreaks. Our concern in putting a hold on requirements for vaccination in the 

student population is that this potentially puts the public’s health at risk due to the increased risk of 

disease outbreaks in congregate settings like in-person classes and student gatherings.  In fact, as you 

may be aware, we are currently in the midst of a Pertussis (Whooping Cough) outbreak among the 

students at WSU Pullman.  Our job in public health is to protect the most vulnerable in our community 

from the spread of illness to vulnerable sites like schools, daycares, healthcare, and long-term care 

facilities.  This job becomes much more difficult once an outbreak has started spreading in a congregate 

setting.  

Suggestions:  

1. Current vaccination requirements should remain in place for anyone enrolled in in-person classes 
or participating in on campus events.  

a. If you are going to offer exemptions, only those who are enrolled completely online 
should be allowed to be exempt from vaccination requirements.  
 

2. Encourage prospective students to utilize MyIR to obtain access their own vaccination records.   
a. Anyone vaccinated in Washington State should have records in the WA-IIS state vaccine 

registry.   
b. MyIR is a program that allows anyone to create their own account and access their 

vaccination records.  
c. Many other states have similar online systems to request vaccination records from the 

state’s registry from your mobile device or home computer.  
d. Link to MyIR mobile: https://myirmobile.com/ 
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In summary, when weighing the risks vs the benefits, it is clearly essential to the health of students, 

faculty and staff, and the broader community to require up to date vaccine records for enrollment. The 

proposed policy change would set a dangerous precedent in a climate of already declining rates of 

vaccination and increasing amounts of communicable disease outbreaks, many of which can be 

prevented or mitigated by vaccination.  

Thank you for taking the time to consider our concerns. 

In Health,  
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Brad Bowman, MD

MD

Whitman County Health Officer

Director

Whitman County Public Health

Chris Skidmore

Whitman County Public Health

Deputy Director

Corrin McMichael

Whitman County Public Health

Jamie Peters, RN, MPH

RN, MPH

Whitman County Public Health

Malisa McCabe, BSN, RN

Community Health Nurse

Nimesha DeFonseka

Whitman County Public Health

Community Health Educator
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