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To: Matt Hudelson, Executive Secretary 
 
From:  Greg Crouch, Graduate School 
 
Date: October 2, 2024 
 
RE: Policy Change Request - Credit Requirements for Master’s Degrees at WSU. 
 
On October 1, 2024, the Graduate Studies Committee approved a proposal to revise the Graduate 
School Policies and Procedures Chapter 7.C.1, intended to simplify the requirements for all 
master’s degrees, as described below.  
 
Current Issues 
Our current master’s degree policy includes specific credit and coursework requirements that vary 
depending on the type of master’s degree—Thesis, Non-thesis, or Professionally Oriented. These 
include: 
 

• Total Credits: All master’s programs require 30 credits. 

• Graded Coursework: 

o Thesis Master’s: 21 credits of graded coursework. 

o Non-thesis Master’s: 26 credits of graded coursework. 

o Professionally Oriented Master’s: 27 credits of graded coursework. 

• Research Credits: 

• Thesis Master’s: 4 credits of 700. 

• Non-thesis Master’s: 4 credits of 702. 

• Professionally Oriented Master’s: 3 credits of 701. 

These requirements were designed to maintain consistency across programs but have become 
complicated as some programs have adapted the 701 and 702 policies differently than outlined by 
the Graduate School. 
 
Proposed Simplified Policy 
To streamline the process and ensure consistency across all programs, we propose the following 
simplified policy: 
 

• Total Credits: All master’s programs will continue to require 30 credits. 

• Graded Coursework: 

o Thesis Master’s: 21 graded credits (no change). 

o Non-thesis and Professionally Oriented Master’s: 26 graded credits (reduced from 27 for 

Professionally Oriented). 

• Research Credits: 



o Thesis Master’s: 4 credits of 700 (no change). 

o Non-thesis and Professionally Oriented Master’s: 2 credits of 702 or 701, simplifying and 

aligning with actual practice. 

Current Policy from Graduate School Policies and Procedures, Chapter 7.C.1 University 
Requirements 

Program of Study for Thesis Master’s Degree 

• 30 hours minimum of total credits. 

• 21 hours minimum of graded (A-F) coursework, which may include up to 6 hours of undergraduate 

300-400 level graded coursework. 

• 4 hours minimum of 700-level credit in the major, 2 of which must be taken in the semester of the 

final exam or thesis completion. 

• Courses taken for audit or courses graded Pass/Fail may not be used to meet the Graded (A-F) 

requirements in the Program of Study. 

Program of Study for Non-thesis Master’s Degree 

• 30 hours minimum of total credits 

• 26 hours minimum of graded (A-F) coursework, which may include up to 9 hours of undergraduate 

300-400 level graded coursework. 

• 4 hours minimum of 702-level credit in the major, 2 of which must be taken in the semester of the 

final exam/project completion. 

• Courses taken for audit or courses graded Pass/Fail may not be used to meet the Graded (A-F) 

requirements in the Program of Study. 

Program of Study for Professionally Oriented Master’s Degree 

• 30 hours minimum of total credits 

• 27 hours minimum of graded (A-F) coursework, which may include up to 9 hours of undergraduate 

300-400 level graded coursework. 

• 3 hours minimum of 701-level credit in the major, 2 of which must be taken in the semester of the 

final exam/project completion 

o Graded coursework at the 500-level as a capstone course may be used in place of the 701 

credits provided it is officially approved via the Faculty Senate process. A ballot meeting is 

still required in the final semester of the capstone course to determine if the student has 

successfully met all the program requirements. 

• Courses taken for audit or courses graded Pass/Fail may not be used to meet the Graded (A-F) 

requirements in the Program of Study. 

 
Update Request Language for Chapter 7.C.1 
 
Common Requirements for All Master's Degrees 

• Minimum of 30 total credits 

• Courses taken for audit or courses graded Pass/Fail may not be used on the Program of Study 



• Courses approved for graduate credit numbered 500 or above that are graded A-F may be used as 

graded credits on the Program of Study. 

• Any course listed on the student's Program of Study in which a grade of "C-" or below is earned 

must be repeated for graded credit and cannot be removed from the Program of Study. 

• A final examination or ballot meeting is required (oral exam/defense of a thesis; a discussion 

regarding a student project/portfolio and ballot meeting; or discussion regarding some other 

culminating experience and ballot meeting). 

• At least two credits of research credit (700, 701, or 702, depending on degree type) are required in 

the term of the final examination/project/etc. 

Specific Degree Requirements 
 

Requirement Thesis Master's Non-thesis 
Master's 

Professionally Oriented 
Master's 

Graded Coursework (A-F) 21 credits 
minimum 

26 credits 
minimum 

26 credits minimum 

Undergraduate 
Coursework Allowed 

Up to 6 credits 
(300-400 level) 

Up to 9 credits 
(300-400 level) 

Up to 9 credits (300-400 
level) 

Research Credit 4 credits minimum 
of 700-level 

2 credits minimum 
of 702-level 

2 credits minimum of 
701-level 

Alternative Option None None Approved 500-level 
capstone course 

Total Credits 30 cr. minimum 30 cr. minimum 30 cr. minimum 

 
 
We further request that this policy be adopted as soon as it has passed the Faculty Senate. 
 


