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MEMORANDUM
TO: Faculty Senate Executive Committee
FROM: Kirk H. Schulz, President

SUBJECT: Academic Policy 60

DATE: October g, 2024

We are writing to propose that the WSU Faculty Senate place a partial and temporary hold, as stated
herein, on Academic Policy 60 (https://registrar.wsu.edu/academic-regulations/) for the remainder of
the 2024/2025 school year. This regulation specifies all newly enrolled students at a physical home
campus location must comply with Executive Policy 43, requiring proof of vaccination, demonstrated
immunity to, or screening for certain illnesses. This requirement also applies to students who reapply
for Fall 2023 or later admission. A student’s home campus is defined in their student record. If a
student is working/studying at a different location (e.g., internship, Extension site), the guidelines for
their home campus apply. A student who transfers from WSU Global to a physical campus or takes
classes on a physical campus (e.g., through intercampus enrollment) is subject to the vaccination
requirements of the physical campus. For all physical campus locations, a student is initially compliant
when they have submitted proof of vaccination for the following illnesses.

* Hepatitis B;

* Measles (MMR);

* Pertussis (Tdap); and
e Varicella.

For WSU Pullman only, the additional requirement applies:
* Meningitis (MCV4/ACWY).

WSU health sciences programs with clinical experiential learning requirements may have additional
vaccination requirements

Students who do not comply with Academic Regulation 60 are not be able to register for classes
delivered in person on a physical campus in subsequent terms, and a hold will be placed on their
student account. If students do not complete these steps, it may impact their ability to participate in
campus events. The university may impose further restrictions in the interest of maintaining public
health until a student has complied with the vaccine requirement(s).
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We are requesting a temporary hold on Academic Policy 60 for the non-residential campuses
through January of 2025. This includes WSU Everett, WSU Tri-Cities, and WSU Vancouver, with the
exception of WSU Spokane and health sciences faculty and students residing on campuses other
than WSU Spokane, where specialized programming necessitates specific vaccination requirements.
Nothing in this policy would prohibit the health science programs from requiring vaccines and
compliance with these requirements as a condition of initial or continued enrollment. Thus, the
proposed hold on Academic Regulation 60 would not apply to health sciences students with a clinical
experiential learning requirement.

Rationale:

The non-residential campuses serve a more non-traditional student population, which can make
obtaining childhood vaccination records particularly challenging. This situation could potentially
affect several hundred students, preventing them from registering for the Spring 2025 semester. The
absence of residence halls and Greek life at these locations reduces the overall health risk, making
the current vaccination requirements less critical in these settings. Additionally, students at WSU
Everett, Tri-Cities, and Vancouver overwhelmingly graduated from a Washington high school,
meaning they either have received the listed vaccinations or met the requirements for an exemption
from their school districts.

This request has been reviewed by the Executive Vice Presidents, Chancellors, and the Office of Risk
Management. They are supportive and fully understand the potential risks involved.

As previously noted, | am seeking this temporary hold to allow time for discussions with Faculty
Senate Leadership, the Chancellors, and the Office of Risk Management to develop a long-term,

mutually agreeable solution to vaccination requirements for non-residential campuses.

Thank you for your consideration.
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